the half-life was found to be about 10 days. The results indicate that the turnover of 5-LIT is much slower in mast cells than in other cells which normally store 5-HT. 
Uptake of 5-HT in mast cells after injection of 5-HTP:

Determination by microfluorometry:
There was a dose-dependent increase in fluorescence intensity of the mast cells with 25, 50 and 100 mg/kg of 5-HTP injected (Fig. 1) Each point is the mean of 3-5 experiments. Half-life or radioactivity was 10 days. In stomach and intestine, where the amine is contained in enterochromaffin cells, the halflife of 5-HT has been reported to be 10-24 hr in various species (13, 29) , and the half-life of neuronal 5-HT in brain has been estimated to be 10-30 mm.
DISCUSSION
In this context it is interesting to note that the turnover rate of histamine has been reported to be slow in certain mast cell-rich rat tissues such as abdominal skin and ear, but more rapid in tissues where the bulk of histamine is probably not contained in mast cells such as gastric mucosa (5, 18, 25) . No studies directed toward the turnover of mast cell histamine appear to have been published.
Thus, 5-HT is eliminated from mast cells at a rate which is much slower than the rate of elimination of this amine from other cellular 
